480                           LIFE IN THE GUPTA Aofi

Mffdhyamika-kdrika was the first work of the Madhyamika school,1
which must have entitled him to be called the founder of that
schoolj

(^ The nest important writer of this school of thought was Arya
Deva also known as Karnanrpa, Kana Deva, Nlla Netra and Pidgala
Netra, Yiian Chwang records that he was born in southern India,
travelled through Mahakosala, Srughna, Prayaga, ChwLi-Ya (Cola?)
and Vaisali, in all of which he became famous by defeating the
Tirlha antagonists,3 He is stated to have been a contemporary of
Candra Gupta II, and was the author of several works on Madhya-
mika philosophy.5)

V After Arya Deva or Deva P'usa, as Yiian Chwang calls him,
Maitreya was the most notable representative of this school. As he,
according to Yuan Chwang, communicated the materials of three
treatises to Arya Asanga, who lived about A. D, 450, he may be said
to have been alive about twenty-five or thirty years prior to this
date, His most notable work is the Saptcda&a-bhum-stistra-yogactirya,
which is a dissertation on Logic, \

It is very interesting to note that Yiian Chwang refers to
several writers some of whom evidently preceded him. It is only a
tradition that Maitreya communicated the materials of three
Buddhist treatises to Arya Asanga at Ayodhya,4 Asanga is said to
have lived nine hundred years after Buddha's nirvana which, accord-
ing to the Mahdvamsa, took place in 543 B. 0., but which, according
to European scholars, occurred between 470-480 B. C,5 Then Asanga
must have lived according to the first version somewhere about A, D,
450,6 while according to the second computation he must have lived
somewhere about A. D. 520. He has been assigned to A. D, 450 aa
he was the eldest brother of Vasubandhu who is considered to have
lived about the year A. D. 480. He is stated to have been a pro-
fessor (pandita] at the Nalanda monastery and was at first the
follower of the Mahisaka sect before he became Maitreya's disciple. ?
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